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NODIS 

FOR DAY AND AMBASSADOR BROWN: PASS SECRETARY 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, PINT, LE 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS - THINKING OF SPEAKER KAMAL ASSAD 
REF: (A) BEIRUT 38YY 

1 . A PARLIAMENTARY DEPUTY CLOSE TO SPEAKER KAMAL ASSAD INFORMS ME 
THAT ASSAD IS SEEKING MEANS TO POSTPONE MAY 1 SESSION UNTIL NEXT WEEK. 

IN ORDER TO COVER HIMSELF, ASSAD REQUESTED GROUP OF 32 "INDEPENDENT" 
DEPUTIES TO PETITION HIM IN WRITING TO DELAY MEETING. THIS WAS REFUSED 

BUT IT WAS AGREED BY ALL 32 TO REQUEST DELAY OF HIM ORALLY. ASSAD 
PLANS TO KEEP THIS INFO CONFIDENTIAL BUT TO ACT ON IT AFTER TAKING A 
FEW MORE SOUNDINGS. SECOND MEETING OF GROUP OF 32 SCHEDULED FOR 
10 O'CLOCK THIS EVENING. GENERAL BELIEF IS THAT ASSAD WILL RECOMMEND 
DELAY. 

2. MEANWHILE I HAVE RECEIVED REPORT FROM RELIABLE SOURCE THAT THE 
CITY IS TENSE AND THAT BARRACADES ARE GOING UP IN THE MOSLEM QUARHERS 
OF THE CITY. (ALREADY THIS MORNING THERE WERE REPORTS THAT CHAMOUN'S 
FORCES WERE MAKING IT DIFFICULT FOR PEOPLE IN THE EASTERN PART OF THE 
CITY TO COME TO THE WESTERN PART.) 

3. AS PREVIOUSLY NOTED, BRIEF DELAY IN ELECTIONS COULD GIVE SARKIS 
TIME TO PURSUADE SYRIANS TO APPEASE JUMBLATT OR THE PARLIAMENT TIME 
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POSITION TO INTERVENE OURSELVES VIS-A-VIS THE SYRIANS BUT PERHAPS OUR 
VIEWS WOULD NOT BE REJECTED OUT OF HAND IF IT DECAME CLEAR THAT THEY 
WERE CONSONANT WITH SYRIAN OBJECTIVES CONCERNING THE CHOICE OF AN 
APPROPRIATE PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE. 

4. HAVING MADE ONE (WITHAL LOW KEY) APPROACH TO JUMBLATT'S 
REPRESENTATIVES IN FAVOR OF A PARLIAMENTARY MEETING TOMORROW, I HAVE 
LET THE MATTER GO OUT THAT AND HAVE NOT PURSUED IT ANY FURTHER. 

ALL THINGS CONSIDERED, IT IS BY NOW APPRENT THAT A DELAY WOULD BETTER 

SERVE OUR INTERESTS THAN A SITUATION IN WHICH A MEETING FIXED FOR 

THE MORNING WOULD PROBABLY BE SUCCESSFULLY CHALLENGED BY THE STREET. 

WARING 
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